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Trar.s.T.it the foilowinQ in 
Via AIinVJL 


Date; ll/20/53 
PL/:IN T2XT 


(Type in plain text or code) 

AIRMAIL 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


TO: • • DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM:' SAG, SAi^f ^Ai'iCISCO (64-4o8) 

SUBJECT: CARYL CHSSSf-IAN 

PC-FM 


Re Bonn Legat letter to Bureau, 11/3/59- 


i : A 


-One copy of statement I'urnienoa r-o 

CHARLES A. O'BRIEM, -Chief AGsistan^^^rimnial Lav; to the Attorney 
General of“ California, State Building, San Francisco, on 11/19/59- 

Mr. O'BRIEM, after reviov;ing the statement, requested he be 
furnished a copy of the photograph i-eferred to in the statement. 

It is suggested that' the Bureau obtain and furnish copy of 
' this photograph to the S'dh Francisco Office for transiaittal to 
Mr. O'BRIEN. 

An additional copy of this airtel is submitted to be 
furnished the Legat at Bonn for the inforiBation of that office . 


; 4 - Bureau (AM) ' ’ 

1 - San Francisco (64-4o8) 

Ri-C. 1- - d 


‘ ED: wap 


(5) 


of 



owl wsvJ. 




REC- 34 
E.K- ICi 
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Approved 


CiDLC14 



Sent 


.M 


Per 



Office ^m^amlim-^ ‘vim government 


: DIRECTOR, FBI ( 6 Mt 5 ^ 90 ^ 


DATE: 12/^/59 ; mil 

coifljii 


4 s»i/^^r^C, SAN FRANCISCO ( 64 - 4 o 8 ) wlxrjMn j |f 

I : O frM ,«oi,«mH w^^Epr ^ 

svBSBCt: CARYL CHESSMAN r: 

; ;pc-w“-^^ 

Re Bureau Fom 07 , daUa ii/ 30 / 59 . 'rtth enclosui^B 
Legat Bohn ' r- ' 


An additional copy of this letter su^tted to ^^she 
to the Legat at Bonn for the Information of that offlce.»J. ^ 


-RBC- 


4 ^ureau (AH) 
l^an Francisco 

ED/amr ,. 


•GLC 

SATE FORW.v =yj- 

Hit! fOTi.v 




4/y- 7 7 ^ 0 - 

16 DEC ^1959 


•> . 3^- 


,i ':■' , 


--..1 -. -S' •- t'-.j-v' "nlv* ’-r 
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UNITED STATES GOVERk..*£NT^ . 

MemoranM.n 

T<) ; Mr. McGut^eV ■ 


U - <' 


FROM W. G. Eam,e^, 

■ : 

\ \ 

subject: 


The attached ^ has been 

received in the Records Branch, appropriately initialed, and in- 
dicated for file. -By use of instant transmittal memorandum, all 
necessary recording and indexing will be accomplished. It is to 
be noted this form is for internal use only within the Records 
Branch, principally by the Routing Unit where bulky material not 
accompanied by memorandum is usually received. 

2l * 

The enclosure, if bulky and not usually filed with other ' 
papers in file, may be detached but this action should be clearly 
noted under the word "Enclosure." 
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r?D* a'h'low 5J,..jd^be M.gh^for Che»man? 


“N 


Tvpo!:rtt''!5ical errors are the 
bane o”f every n^y s p ^ 

il'cAJOH IKEA1RE 

Hlclotf <-3272 

F R I D AY AS‘ D £ A TO R DAY 
Gahy CoOFt*. T. HunTE» 

R| TA HAYtrCFRTH 
••They CAUE 10 CORDURA* 

V:nces T Fri ce 
The Tinc-ler 
Sum. Mom. Tues. 
j. Vices ,D. Nelson 
• 30 * 

C. »EB8 . Jar £ WYMAN 
•)-0L( DAY FOR LOVERS* 

SfEClAL Air. EVERY WEO. 




/URO DRIVMN 

BOSTOSIA 1^14-SeoO 

NOV TVIRU TUESDAY 
N A luR E ' S FAF.AOI SC 
Cl N c'-A SCOP E S Color 
Rel'Owo. for adults 
A.MN Eaxter. Steve Cocran 
CAF.MVAL SioRY. Tech. 

Fl CS A R D E C Ah' . 0 . N-C ClM R E 

•S.i-'YER Place* 

LaUF.EHCE HARVEY. S. SlOA’CRET 

ROOM AT the Top 
SWAP PiE£T EVERY SAT. S SUh 
9 to 6, S5< * car. 

<’3^ - - 

I i-'f Vi !* *|-5 'F S -A 


hsrpen in the best 

ircibirc'.tioSb ««« ,i» £;»! 

harAvs but more often in news 
pipers which oust beat uead- 

"^so.-tlres I «oader if |t is 

always enistake. When I was 
a cub reporter we had a Jovial 
tinotvL»er nSAniea Job, ana iiKe 
the Biblical Job, he too, Ijs 4 
pRtie.-iCC-*- with iny often dashed 
off copy, and of course he cor- 

I Vemeniber once when 
I cau2ht a slip in print, I 
B^Ved filT, how It ever got past 
his tcRcbine. He said 

M dunno’ , with a twinkle in 
his eve. I giess scevetiii-w; tney 
let tFseir huisor get the best of 
efficiency— with a laugh for 

®^no.:ently in the SO I'nlon w^ 
one that struck ine as bei ng 
correct although 
error! Uie story l9lf -n‘‘r{o 
ChcssEian’s new petition on bis 
stav of execution: It was the 

13th tlce the hiehest court bas 
turned Ciessisan oewn during the 
116 vears he has been in San 
Quentin, Prison’ s cc.nueDned row . 

Factually he has lived 1 Ih 
years in death row, been con- 
deurned seven ti^es. to die a 
horrible death In civilization s 
crislv gas cba.T:ber for a crime 
lany are not sure he conimitved. 
and which he stoutly denies. He 
has been refused a lle-dcLector 
test. California prosecutors 
are in a dither to get hi© under 

has a go.od point of law- 
tbe transcript of his trial is 
clouded as the court reporter 
died before he could cat e a 
transcription, accoroir-g to law. 
An alcoholic nepotds t s veno- 
grapher was raid a high sun ^ 
00 it, provea to have over 2000 
errors. (See story in Union s 
more on r age 27 


CIOTHIHG for the tUTIRE FAMILY 

HARDWARE. HOUSEWARE. PAINTS & TOYS 

0epf. Store 

22 IS Hwy 80 


iMlMAfpins Hardware i 

^|g_2^•0S P.0, Box 118 


2 ^ 2 ^ 


27 


4 * 
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coy«T SIX scxn td taCh tixt* Mam. 
T* tKl Sl'W. AtAIW*« CAtlf* CAlWi 


1 TAW A S C 


FOR SALE, MISCELLANEOUS 


Special notices 


o «SiL«x>c e 


OUTeOA.RD MOTOR, J 0 M « « 0 ■ 10 MR. 

*. t CCHO. GdlY $55. HIS-141S. 


ALMNt C1.C/.MERS & (J-fASH 
A CCKfLlTI CLCRKIliC. »K » 

tAVKCKYSCtVICI. 

Kl CC BROWN SRDDLt. GOOD COHB- .liSS HIP4.Y »0 H I I - tt 4 * 

ITIOH. 12 INCH SCAT. HlS- 2394. . j — t,n— ~— 

— , I RUTH BURDtTT. PIANO 

EMPLOYMENT FOR MEN m 5 . i 6 7 7 

»».4r4G*aaa:r:*=eO**“ '■* 


BOY IF YOU ARE interested In 
f-ultlng forth a little effort 
in order to make yourself some 
money; monthly prizes given 
end proiT'Ctlons available, call 
HI2-6859, ask for Wanda. 

BOOKKEEPER,- TVPIST. NICE CP- 
FO R TUN I TV TO BUILD UP CLIENTELE 
IN THIS AREA. WITH CNE PI PM 
READY TO START, AMPLE BUSINESS 
can EE BLMLT. EOX 67, ALPINE SUN. 


LET KAC HAUL YtLA PfltlPB A»» 
AAAIASI, HIE-7414. 

RE AL TY E X CH AN G E S 
Have 20 X 40 BUSINESS RIDG. ON 
62 X 1,41 LOT. CHOICE IOC Santee. 
SELL OR TRADE TOR ACRCAtr ALPINE. 

HU-7e6t. 

Alpine Business Phone Oirectort. 

NAME-ADDPESS 6 PHONE OP NEARLY 
100 LINES IN THIS AREA. 25f 
POSTPAID. ALPINE SUN, 


WANTED TO BUY. VAR I TYPER. USED. 
A-L tOND. OSJ OR T.AN model I6“ 

OR 20 INCH. CASH. ALPINE SON. 
Rt. I. Box 169. HI5-24I5 ALPINE 

Editorial fpcm page 2 
P.vade for Dec. 27). Or better, 
i-UfAi cbes5.-ua.n’ s two test fellers, 
‘Cell 2455. Death Row' end face 
of Justice’, which opened icy 
eves to this gress tsiscarr ■ age 
of justice; due ifocess of law. 
Tlial is why he has legitlEately 
evaded death these many years. 

Perhaps his attorney shc*3 Id 
contend that, having been in for 
*116 vears’ , he has served more 
than *a life sentence already. 
At lop-st we feel that lUj years 
under such a penalty, would feel 
like 116 years. . , 

i.iar.y all over the world believe 
that this iiM has teen punished 
enough. .A.nvhow the de^ath penalty 
for the criee (he killed none), 
h.F.s since boon lifted. If there 
is any shadow of a doubt as to 
his guilt, his life should be 
spared, for none can replace 
that. 


HONEY TO LOAN 

EL CAJON FINANCE CO.’ 
1 33 No. CfJAN GE , El Cajon. H I 2- ' S 51 

Teil our sdv wtipers you faw thoii ad. 



Gl'ARAfiTECD -hEF.AlRS ALL «t|:ES 
George lenger idge 
35 YEARS IN RADIO a TV 

HI 5-388 5^ 

‘ROOKl'f^f^rirT^Tu 

AU tlf-lf o' tr.t 

CT »!' ifip* o' c«n 

ysip CA»s i ;iuc»$ 

lUI (• IXtst Vri. 

*03-7irt R'-, f,,,, (TJJ. 

^ m ■ . — - - I » - r I, 


te 



U^L7 M 

SHOP HERE FOR THE HEALTH OF YOUR FAMILY 


FRESH stocks CF WHOLE GRAINS. DRIED FRUIT. 
VITAMINS. MINERALS. ORGANIC PRODUCTS. BREADS 
COOKIES. COLD PRESSED OILS. tTC. 

133 Prescott, el C»jon HI 4- 6447 W.L. Houghton. Owner 


3 
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Mohr 


.. Parsons J/L 
''^•^elmont . 
Callahan 




Dq'iiOCQh. , 
Mo ' 




.V.c juire 


>'\jnosen _ — 
Tamm - 




, I Trotter 

'W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room _ 

Ingram 

Gandy 




j -t 


UPI-94 

(CHESSMAN) 

AN- ATTORNEY FOR CARYL CH ESSMAN MADE A 15TH APPEAL TO THE SUPREME 
COURT TODAY IN AN EFFORT TO SAVE THE CONVICT -AUTHOR FROM EXECUTION 
FRIDAY MORNING IN C'AUFORNIA’S GAS CHAMBER. 

■*^5^ RETURN TO THE REST COAST TOMORROW 
afternoon, SAID SHE WILL NOT TRY TO 'CONTACT OTHER JUSTICES IF 

^^'^TODAYi MlirAi^^^^ AN ORIGINAL WRIT -OF HABEAS CORPUS FROM 

FRANKFURTER. ;SHE CONCEDED THAT SUCH ACTION BY A SUPREME COURT JUSTICE 

TH?LKk''lolNTs"ADVANCEi”ToV INCLUDED THE CONSTITUTIONAL 

ISSUES OF "CRUEL AND UNUSUAL PUNISHMENT," WHICH CHESSMAN HAS 
brought UP IN RECENT APPEALS, HE HAS B£EN CONFINED -IN DEATH ROW AT , 
<;AN QUENTIN FOR 11 AND ONE HALF YEARS. ^ ' 

* MISS ASHER TOLD REPORTERS SHE ALSO INCLUDED AN AFFIDAVIT BY AN 

f|uB^IT5TE*SHORiHAND“REPORTfR*^WHpTl!55is^^ SOME OP 

/I6IS NOTES. ' 


2/16— GE202P 


< j'.. 


/U‘ 


'^ 7 / 




C rs jt ^ 

-A/^VKv-<rvv-' j • 




WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE 


IB FEB iseo 

t ... ■ju»>rA 






iV.onr 

Parsons 

Belmont 

Callahan 

DeLoach 

* Mclo:e 

McOuire ^ 

Fiosen t ’ ; 

Tomr;! — 

Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan Zi — 
Tele. Room __ — - 

Jng ra.m 

Gandy 


UPI-57 

. Add 1 <)HESSMAN ' ' \ 

MISS ASHER SAID AN APp£AL TO GOV. PAT BROWN OF CALIFORNIA FOR ‘ 

CLEMENCY SEEMED LIKELY BEFORE THE EXECUTION DEADLINE. 

2/16--GE207P 


WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE 




URGENT \^-17-60 


11-18 AM 


;rEuu«v.i.e . j/ 
M PAL V • 


1 tti 


-•le. )l . ■,. 


TO DIRtcTDR, PBI ;;;;;;;; 

// . IMMEDIATE ATTENTION W> B> GRIFPI'n , FBI LABORATORY 

FROM SAC, SAN FRANC, ISCO J 2 PCS 5 /- 

RE'^HESStfANiMSrr^EUR CALL TODAY CONCERNING IDENTITY OF J. L. 




STERNIIZKY, ALLEGED OAKLAND HANDWRITING EXPERT. STERNITZKY IS^ ^ 
EIGHTY- YEAR OLD RETIRED HEAD OF CHECK DETAIL, OAKLAND PD% F^LL^^ 
name' IS JEW.EL OR JULES L, STERNITZKY. RETIRED FROM PD ONE NINE 
FOUR NINE AFTER TWO^EIGHT YEARS AS HEAD OF. DETAIL. WAS QUALIFIED 
ON STAND AS EXPERT. ON HANDWRITING CONFINED TO CHECKS ONLY IN v 

SUPERIOR COURT, ALAMEDA QOjjNTY. BOASTS THAT HE HAS ONLY dEEN 
QtfOTE ^ETEN 0NC£''uNQU6-r£ WHEN HE TESTIFIED THAT THE HANDWRITING 
ON A CHECK WAS THAT OF A DEFENDANT WHOM THE DEFEN'SE PROVED WAS 
IN JAIL WHEN IT WAS MADE .OUT. HE IS CONSIDERED AS HONEST BUT / . 

NOW HAS A QU^XTe' FADING ,M.INd" UNQUOTE DUE TO AGE. LIVES QUIETLY 
IN OAKLAND AND DOES A LITTLE GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE WORK ON THE 
SIDE WHEN ANY INDIVIDUAL COMES TO HIM CONCERNING JT. SAN 
FRANCISCO DIVISION FILES .REFLECT HE IS AUTHOR OF BOOK QUOTE 
"forgery- and FICTITIOUS CHECKs"uNQ4JO-TE PUBLISHED B'Y THOM^, ONE ^ ^ • 

REC<65 /-A 4/ o 

NAUGHT -ONE PAGES, FOUR DOLLARS SEVEN FI VE^ CEN;^?, NOVEMBER ^ ONE 
NINE FIVE FIVE. THE SUBJECT OF THE BOOK IS f^E.^ER^Li^^RY 
END 5^iy:,PHE. 


! 5 : i 


■ns n' Jh ■ ■ 




'-y'-o nisB ©5 





UNITED STATES GOVE »^ yENT^ . 

Memorandum 




V V 




FROM :W, D, Griffith 




date: 2/17/60 


surject: APPEAL OF CARYL CHESSMAN 

. REFERENCE TO OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 
HANDWRITING EXPERT J. L. STERNITZKY 


■ i<*r •- --- - 
A/’.I-jUwjn -- 
Room — . 

Ii;i;rair. iL. 

Gandy — - ■ - — 


On February 16, 'I960, the Washington Capital News Service carries 
an item concerning a final appeal in behalf of Chessman to' Justice Felix Franlcfurter 
(Chessman is to be executed Friday morning in California’s gas chamber. ) The 
news item states Chessman’s appeal ’’included an affidavit by an Oakland, Chlif. , 
handwriting expert J. Lr-Sternitzky, who said a substitute shorthand reporter who 
transcribed the trial forged some of his notes. ” The Director has asked ’’What 
Jl do we know of him?” 

•'* *. ' ’ ' . 

I There is no record in Bureau files definitely identifiable with this . 

1 individual. ; - j-.’' ' Li • 

San Francisco advised by teletype today that^ternitzky is eighty 
years old and retired head of-Oakland Police Department Check Detail. Sternitzky • 
retired from Police Department in 1949, after twenty-eight years service. During 
his service with the Police Department Sternitzky qualified in court as an exper/ 
on handwriting with respect to fraudulent checks only. Sternitzky now does a /, ■■ . , 
little general investigative work, is considered honest although due to his age ' 
it is considered he has a "fading mind. ” 

/V • * ♦ 

San Francisco teletype quotes an item appearing this morning in the 
San Francisco papers concerning this matter which is pertinent to Sternitzky' s 
affidavit 


"Most of the documentary evidence has been considered and rejected by 
state or Federal courts. An example is an affidavit from a former Oakland 
Policeman, J. L. Sternitzky, ,who says he is a handwriting expert and that some 
of the shorthand notes of Chessman’s original Los Angeles trial are forged. ” 

. . REC-65 //'V 77 6 W . 

RECOMMENDATION: None. For your information^ ' 

1 - Mr. DeLoach, Room 5640 ^ O t^/FEB u l 


WDG:mb 
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